MATHOURA HISTORICAL INFORMATION SHEET Fact Sheet # 3
Prepared by the Mathoura Visitor and Business Centre

Habitat and heritage near Mathoura

Just across the road bridge over the Gulpa Creek near

Mathoura there is a spot where history, heritage and

habitat come together.

After crossing the bridge take the dirt road which turns

sharply off Picnic Point Road to the |eft. Before doing

so you may wish to read the information panels on the

edge of the creek to theright of the sealed road. In fact

the parking area here is agood place to leave your car

and walk along the dirt road just mentioned.

A few hundred metres along the road you will cometo

acattle grid.

Nearby, on the bank of the creek, isan old tree with a

large scar. It has asign identifying it as a canoe tree.

Our earliest history involved the indigenous people

who lived in and gained their livelihood from the great

red gum forest. Since the forest at that time flooded

almost every year, they used bark canoes to get around

and for fishing. The white settlers also found bark

canoes useful. One of our earliest settlers, James

McLaurin, related in his memoirs that a bark canoe was

used to transport aton of flour from Ulupna (on the

Victorian side of the Murray) to Deniliquin during one

big flood.

The scars on other trees in the forest may also have

been made by someone wanting to make a shield or a coolamon, a bark dish used for carrying items.
After inspecting the canoe tree, walk back along the
track about 50 metres.
Look up into the forks of the large tree on the side
of theroad. It contains a couple of well-defined
habitat hollows which may be home to possums,
sugar gliders or hollow-nesting birds.
Further into the bush towards the creek is the
remains of atree scarred and felled by early white
settlers. Four rectangular holes about two metres
above the ground show that thistree was felled by
timber cutters. The holes were cut to hold the ends
of planks on which the axemen stood as they cut
into the trunk using a hand-operated crosscut saw.
It was hard work and they were not paid danger
money. The men who felled this tree probably
worked for the sawmill which was once located
near the water treatment plant on the other side of
the bridge. They were high off the ground because
thereisaflaw in the lower part of the tree which
made the lower part unsuitable for milling.
That mill was what gave Mathouraits start asa
timber town.



